


to become successful in your chosen profession. Your journey in the
professional world would be a totally different journey from your
academic life in the university.

To some of you, the journey may be short, to some of you the
journey may be long. Whatever course you would be taking, | enjoin
you to bear in your heart and in your mind that you always represent
the good name of your alma mater.

In the course of your respective journeys, you must be
responsible citizens of our country in the strictest sense of the word.
In this context, | enjoin you to be always reminded of your honor and
dignity in all your dealings whether in the political arena or business
world or in the realm of public service.

Il. Global Economic Crisis

Your graduation occurs in one of the most challenging times in
recent history. A powerful economic storm is blowing across the
earth. Two-thirds of the world is now in recession. Nobody knows
how long this economic slump will last. Some economists are
concerned that the world is suffering today from a “synchronized
recession.”

We bring out these facts not to alarm our young graduates but
to underscore that each of us, including the new entrants into the
labor force, has a valuable role to play to secure a better future for
the country despite the ongoing slowdown in the world’s economy.

lll. PGMA’s Response to the Global Economic Crisis

The Philippines is fortunate in that we have an economist sitting
as President when this global economic crisis broke out. PGMA was
able to foresee the signs of trouble coming upon the world months or
even years before the effect were actually felt. In her own words, “in
many respects, we were prepared for this global crisis. That
preparation has mitigated some of the hardships that have arrived
with this worldwide challenge.”



Our domestic strength comes in large part from our early
response last year which in turn drew from the economic and
financial reforms installed during the Macapagal-Arroyo
administration.

With the support of Congress and our dedicated civil servants,
the administration took the bitter economic reform medicine and
improved our banking system, raised revenue, cracked down on
smugglers and streamlined our revenue system.

The Reformed Value Added Tax had a crucial part in getting
our economy in the black. The much-misunderstood RVAT levied
more taxes, but only on goods not frequently consumed by ordinary
citizens. Most of our basic commodities are VAT-exempt.

Nevertheless, these new taxes raised additional funds of almost
P100 billion annually between 2006 to 2008. That allowed us to have
the resources to make significant investments in our country for the
first time in those quantities in a generation; new money for roads,
bridges, and ports, new investments in healthcare, education and
social services.

IV. Purpose and Relevance of Education

College Graduates, bear in mind that the purpose of education
is to provide for the economic prosperity of a nation. And the greatest
objective of education is to prepare the young generation for
leadership and character building. A few years from now, we your
elders will pass on to you the torch of leadership. It is at this crucial
time that you will be called to carry on the task of building this
country. And it is at this time that your education or the sum of what
you have learned will be put to the test, so to speak.

For High School graduates, | urged you to consider pursuing
agricultural courses in College. Lanao is a predominantly agricultural
area and your technical know-how on agriculture will come in handy
and relevant after graduation. Whether you decide to establish your
own business in agriculture or pursue employment in government
agencies such as the Department of Agriculture and the Department
of Agrarian Reform.




V. Programs of the DAR in promoting Education and harnessing
Peace

The Department of Agrarian Reform of which | head, is a firm
believer in education. It is for this reason that we have conceived a
scholarship program for poor but deserving students dubbed as the
President Diosdado Macapagal Agrarian Scholarship Program or
PDMASP for short.

PDMASP is another program under the program beneficiaries
development (PBD) which provides free college education to children
and direct descendants of CARP beneficiaries.

This educational assistance is envisioned to interface with the
improvement of land tenure by addressing the need to elevate the
educational status of the farmers to allow their children to assume
greater responsibility for progress and responsibility. The PDMASP
aims to develop a pool of highly motivated and educated dependents
of ARBs equipped with appropriate farming technologies.

The implementation of PDMASP is in partnership with state
universities and colleges and in line with the 10-point priority agenda
of the Arroyo Administration to provide educational scholarship to the
deserving children of poor families. This was launched in 2003 in
honor of President Diosdado Macapagal who himself was a son of a
farmer, and who signed the agrarian reform program in the country in
1963 through Republic Act 3844 also known as the Agricultural Land
Reform Code.

At present, there are about 1,787 agraryo iskolars nationwide
enrolled in agriculture related courses in different state schools and
universities in the country. They are provided under the PDMASP
with free tuition fee, book allowance every semester and modest
monthly allowance.

VI. PGMA’s Economic Resiliency Plan

In the face of the ongoing crisis, your government has acted to
protect the poor as we also worked to protect our nation. While our




efforts have been reasonably successful, we know that no country
has been totally insulated from the pain and hardship being felt
throughout the world.

We have a P300billion stimulus package that we call the
Economic Resiliency Plan. It is $7Billion bigger than many of the
South East Asian Countries and out stimulus package is open for
refinement as we go along.

Government’s main goal is to protect existing jobs and create
new ones through pump-priming activities while providing the most
vulnerable sectors with stronger safety nets like access to
educational opportunities and health services.

Government will proceed with the infrastructure schedules
because infrastructure is among the best and fastest creators of jobs,
a main requirement of investors, a significant factor in lowering the
cost of food and our insurance to a better future. For instance, the
completion of our road — RORO transportation network we call the
Strong Republic Nautical Highway has brought down food costs,
significantly improved commerce among our island provinces and
encouraged tourists to vist our many scenic sports. The Cagayan De
Oro-Dumaguete link of the Western Nautical Highway, for instance,
has made travel very easy for students living in Mindanao but
studying in Dumaguete or Cebu.

In support of the President’s efforts to cushion the impact of the
global economic crisis on the country, the DAR is currently
implementing the Comprehensive Livelihood and Emergency
Employment Project (CLEEP). CLEEP is a program of the
government that requires a systematic and quick action in generating
emergency employment and funding livelihood projects. The
President has designated me as the Program Steward of CLEEP for
the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao.

In addition she has also assigned me as a member of the newly
reconstituted Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP)
Peace Negotiating Panel with the MILF. As a member of the peace
panel, | have time and again promoted my desire to bring lasting
peace and development in Mindanao.



VII. Closing

| enjoin all of you therefore to practice what you have learned in
obtaining peace and prosperity, particularly, here in Mindanao, the
Land of Promise. Let us make our cultural heritage our priceless gift
to our children. Let us show the whole world that we are in the
forefront in keeping the peace and order in our area. Let us show
them that we want to live in a safe place where our family and our
children will be safe. | believe that where there is peace, there will be
progress. | hope our young graduates will take with them this wealth
of wisdom wherever they go.

Our resilience has proven its worth this past year. It will see us
through to the global economic rebound that we all know will
eventually come.

We must band together to shoulder the responsibility of
bringing our nation through these challenging global times. To date,
we have been successful. It is now time to step up to the challenge
and work hard to ensure our nation’s bright economic future.

In closing, | would like to say to you graduates that | am highly
optimistic that many years from now, when you go back to this
campus, you must be able to ‘stand tall and proud’, and able to speak
deeply from your heart that “you have not failed your alma mater”.

Again, CONGRATULATIONS and MABUHAY PO KAYONG
LAHAT!




